
Unitarian Universalist Justice Ohio (UUJO) Board of Directors 
Monday, January 9, 7:00 pm 

 
Attendees: Rae Jane Araujo, Rev. Lynda Smith, Gary Davenport, Carol Temerson, Dan 
Schneider, Rev. Denis Paul, Rev. Rina Shere, Ginnie Vogts 
Absent: Samuel Prince, Scott Piepho, Rev. Greg Martin 

 
Actions and Agreements: 

• Denis and Rina will write an article for the next newsletter on “doing urgent actions 
as a spiritual practice. 

• The Board agreed that UUJO should become involved in national issues that affect 
Ohioans at the state level. 

• Board agreed to approve the 2017 Budget as presented.   
• Carol to email Board about which congregations did a “Share the Plate” for UUJO in 

2016. 
• Carol to send Rina pdf of UUJO brochure. 
• All will send Carol a list of which Board members are contacting which 

congregations. 
• Carol will send out Doodle for Northern Ohio Regional planning meeting. 

 
1. Check-In  
INDIVISIBLE GUIDE: For those unfamiliar with the Indivisible guide, it was written by 
former congressional staffers in response to the Tea Party movement during President 
Obama’s first term. What should UUJO’s focus be in light of Indivisible Guide? Lynda noted 
that people in Columbus are starting to organize at local level with the incoming 
presidential agenda. Denis commented that he is becoming involved in daily urgent actions 
as well. UUJO should make these urgent actions feel like doing a spiritual practice. Rina 
would like to talk about the need for doing urgent actions and tying them to spiritual 
practice at the Spring regional meetings. ACTION: Denis and Rina will write an article for 
the next newsletter on “doing urgent actions as a spiritual practice. Ginnie said that she 
and RESULTS team met with Senator Portman in Columbus and talked about the effects of 
repealing Affordable Care Act. They brought pictures drawn by children that showed the 
effects of cutting ACA. Even though Affordable Care Act is a national issue, we need to 
figure out how to tackle this issue at the state level since it affects all Ohioans. 
AGREEMENT: The Board agreed that UUJO should become involved in national issues 
that affect Ohioans at the state level. Dan pointed out that we must remain non-partisan 
and focus solely on issues. Rina said we should use our seven principles as a guide for how 
we organize around issues.  
 
2. Finances 
We have around $14,000 in the bank as of January 1, 2017. Dan sent out draft budget for 
2017. Note that we only received $5,000 in a matching grant from the UUFP. For 2017, our 
total income should be around $38,000 and expenses should be around $24,000. 
AGREEMENT: Board agreed to approve the 2017 Budget as presented.   
 



3. UU Funding Program Grant 
As shown above, we received a $5,000 matching grant. Without more funding, we cannot 
hire a new Director. 
 
4. Fundraising 
Carol, Dan, and Scott are on Development Committee. Lynda would like to join as well. A 
Doodle has been sent out to schedule the next Development Committee meeting (January 
30th). Dan looked at the Ohio Transformation Fund but they are not accepting applications 
right now. What can we do locally? Should we think about asking for donations at regional 
meetings? We can certainly ask people to donate toward the food at these events as part of 
any fundraiser. We will have to see what type of event each region plans and then 
determine if fundraising is appropriate. ACTION: Carol to email Board about which 
congregations did a “Share the Plate” for UUJO in 2016.  
 
5. Board Conversations with Congregational Liaisons 
UUJO needs to develop relationships with congregations and show people that we are 
listening and responding to them. If we do this, funding and mutual dependence will follow. 
In Northern Ohio, Rina, Denis, Samuel, and Gary have divvied up the congregations and will 
start conversations in January. ACTION: Carol to send Rina pdf of UUJO brochure. In 
Southern Ohio, Dan has made contact with three congregations. Greg will talk with smaller 
congregations in western Ohio. In Central Ohio, Lynda will connect with four congregations 
over the next few weeks. Pam is our contact at North UU and Michael Greenman is our new 
contact at UU Columbus. Ginnie and Lynda will split of the rest of Central region. ACTION: 
All will send Carol a list of which Board members are contacting which congregations. 
 
6. Plans for Spring Regional Assemblies 
Central Ohio: Ginnie has contacted someone (Dana Buhl) from Portland congregation who 
specializes in racial justice training. They hope to bring her to Ohio to do training on anti-
oppression/racism in March. Rae Jane said that Heritage has done a racial justice workshop 
and can share the syllabus and other resources with Ginnie. Gary said UUYO held a racial 
justice workshop as well and he will share their information. Southern Ohio: Dan said they 
will hold their regional meeting in Dayton on Saturday, April 8th. Hopefully non-UUs will 
come. Northern Ohio: They need to schedule a planning meeting. ACTION: Carol will send 
out Doodle for Northern Ohio Regional planning meeting. 
 
7. Legislative Visits 
Ginnie and RESULTS met with Sen. Portman in Columbus regarding ACA (Jan 2017). 
Howard and Dan had conversation with their congressman regarding the death penalty 
(Dec 2016). Akron met with state Sen. Frank LaRose regarding inner city poverty and food 
deserts (Jan 2016). We need to continue making these visits with more and more UUs. 
Amanda Hoyt and Faith in Public Life is a resource we can all use for training on how to 
meet with legislators.   
 
8. Next Meeting, Monday, February 6, 7:00 pm 
 
Adjournment 


